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Our Last Meeting

The History of the Coliseum Theatre, Oldham
14™ March David Rustidge

David, the House Manager of the theatre, gave us a very interesting talk about
the history of the theatre from 1885 to the present day.

The original wooden theatre was built in Tommyfield in 1885 by Thomas
Whittaker for a Mr Myers but as Myers didn't have the money Thomas
Whittaker ended up running it. He had the building taken down and it was
reconstructed in Fairbottom Street on the site of an old coal mine. It reopened
in 1887.

The theatre offered different forms of entertainment including circus acts,
opera, music hall and plays.

In the early 20th century sound equipment was installed and it was converted
into a cinema. However in the 1930s it was forced to close for a while as
people did not have the cash to attend.

It reopened in 1938 in the Temperance Hall on Horsedge Street as The Oldham
Repertory Theatre. It operated as a club where members would pay to be a
member and also pay a donation to watch a play. It proved very popular but
the building was too small. It relocated to the building on Fairbottom street in
1939. The theatre put on a different play every week which was very
challenging for the actors.

The Oldham Repertory lasted until 1978 when it was reconstituted as the
Oldham Coliseum Theatre.

David told us some amusing anecdotes about the theatre, for example, how
Dora Bryan was sacked for knitting whilst on stage and how in the bad winter
of 1947 the theatre offered a hot water bottle filling service!

The talk was enjoyed by about 30 people and is highly recommended.



Theatre Archives

Gallery Oldham holds a selection of Coliseum Theatre posters and
programmes. Oldham Local Studies also holds a selection of theatre
programmes, newspaper cuttings, photographs etc. relating to theatre
in Oldham and specifically the Coliseum Theatre. A search on the
electronic catalogue (CALM) will guide users to these items.

See more at: http://www.gmlives.org.uk/

Also see this website for a fuller history of the theatre: ‘3
http://www.coliseum.org.uk/about-us/history-of-the-coliseum/ -aﬂ’"‘fﬂ%nnt

Manchester Theatres Archives

Manchester Archives also has a theatre collection which aims to
cover Manchester Theatres from the mid 18th century to the
present day.

Programmes and playbills

Posters and handbills

Newspaper cuttings

Scrapbooks, postcards and other memorabilia
Photographs

Books, periodicals and manuscripts
Architectural plans

See this link for further information.

http://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/227/rare_books and
collections/334/theatre

Other resources for theatrical ancestors

Do you know of any resources for finding out about theatrical ancestors?

I recently found out about one of my family by searching the newspaper

coIIectlon on Find My Past. One of the newspapers on the site is called the Era
g - which was a British weekly paper, published

from 1838 to 1939. Originally a general

: £l %) newspaper, it became noted for its sports

coverage and later for its theatrlcal content. It gave weekly reports of

theatrical happenings in London and provincial cities.

My ancestor was called Harry A Dooley and he was an acting and business
manager for various travelling companies including Mr Milton Bode's Tommy
Atkins Company in the late 19th century. In "The Era" I found adverts and
reviews of the plays he had managed all over the country.

In 1899 he married an actress called Florence Hermann at St John's Church in
Manchester. The report in the Era stated, " On Monday night the band at the
Queen's Manchester played Mendelssohn's wedding march in honour of the
occasion. The Company presented him with a handsome travelling kit. The
presentation was made after the performance on Saturday night at The Grand,
Birmingham." With his busy schedule it sounds to me like he would need the
travelling kit and that he wouldn't have any time for a honeymoon!

Sue Forshaw



Our Next Meeting on 11th April

at 2 pm

followed by Peter Watson’s talk
Stranger Than Fiction (True Tales of the Supernatural)

which is based on Peter’s private collection of stories, all of which have been
recounted as true experiences. If you thought the people of the past had long
gone, think again! It appears that some of them are still here! The stories
range from the Neolithic period to the modern day and, apparently, beyond!

At The Education Suite, Gallery Oldham, Greaves Street, Oldham

Beginners' Talks

Rod and Gill continue to deliver their talks at Local Studies.

10th April Researching your WW1 Military Ancestors
17th April Starting your Family History and Recording it
24th April Civil Registration

1st May Census

8th May  Before Civil Registration and Parish Registers

All talks are free and will start at 10.30. Please book with Local Studies.

Help with Family History Research
Oldham Local Studies

Family history experts are available every Monday and Wednesday from
2.00pm to 4.00pm to help with any family history enquiries you may have.

There is also free access to Ancestry.co.uk and findmypast.

Manchester Central Library

| The Society Help Desk, which is located on the

ground floor, is open every week day from 10.30 to
3.30.

Free access to Ancestry.co.uk, findmypast, Manchester
online burials and British Newspaper archives.

Research Guides

Free research guides are available to download on the MLFHS web site.
They are also available at Manchester Central Library Help Desk.



Local News
Oldham Local Studies and Archives
Online Catalogue http://calmview.oldham.gov.uk/calmview/

Follow Oldham Archives on Twitter @OldhamArchives

If you know of any useful local websites please let us
Middleton War Dead know so we can include them in the newsletter

Recently we had a request from Paul Smith about James Smith 7760 - East
Lancs who died on the 9th May 1915 and is commemorated on the Middleton
War Memorial and Parkfield Church.

Paul writes:"I am attending the 100th Anniversary of James Smith's death at the
battle of Aubers Ridge. I writing an article about him but I cannot find a photograph
of him therefore I am planning to come up to Middleton in the next 2 weeks to find
one. Could you suggest where I might find this? Has anybody been researching the
men on the Middleton War Memorial or Parkfield Church memorial? Is there a WW1
research group in Middleton who I could make contact with ahead of the visit?"

If anyone can help Paul please email us and we will pass
the information on to him.

Talks by Other Groups

Chadderton Historical Society

Thursday 2nd April

Chadderton Football Club, Andrew Street at 7.30 pm.

Well I Never Knew That

Glen Atkinson

He will inform and entertain us with some amazing facts

about Salford as we hear of world firsts in inventions and achievements.

Tameside Historical Society

Wednesday 8th April

Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield at 7.00 pm

A Deeper Look at Registration

Talk by Tony Foster

£1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.

Saddleworth Historical Society

Wednesday 8th April

Saddleworth Museum Gallery, Uppermill 7.30pm

Folklore, Landscape and Society in Bottomley's Greenfield: a Poem
Victor Khadem

£2.00 to non-members, refreshments available.

Royton Historical Society

Monday 13th April

Downey House, Church Street, Royton 7.30 pm.

A Search for a Victorian Fidler across the Seas!
Talk by John Fidler



Oldham Historical Research Group

Wednesday 22nd April

Oldham Local Studies and Archives 7pm

An Anzac in the Family:

The enigma that was Wykeham Henry Koba Freame, DCM.
Illustrated talk by Sheila Goodyear

If you run a local society or have any local news please email us with
the details so we can include it in our newsletter.

Society News

Quarterly Meeting and AGM
Wednesday 22nd April

Manchester and the Great War Bennett Street Sunday School
Talk by Joe O'Neil Talk by Wendy Lees

10.30 in The Performance Space at Manchester Central Library
AGM at 11.45
£3.00 to non-members free to members. Book on Eventbrite after 30th March.

Research News

Using Maps

Maps can be a very useful tool for the
genealogist. Dorothy Bintley has written this
about the familysearch.org map site:

The familysearch map site of England & Wales
Jurisdictions 1851, which was Beta for
sometime, is now in a new, improved version
at http://maps.familysearch.org

It's especially useful if you want to explore a part of the country you

don’t know well. Enter a parish in the location box to see where it is situated.
Click on the county to see a detailed map of the area with surrounding parishes.
The Info tells you when records begin for your chosen parish, the
Jurisdictions option gives more information and on Options you can list
surrounding parishes, or view a radius map.

There’s lots to explore so don’t miss Don't know how to search? Find out
here. This site is a real time-thief.

Oldham Local Studies have a large collection of maps.
For full details see Oldham Council website,
http://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200391/sources/667/historical maps




There are a number of useful websites for maps in different parts of the
country.

National Library of Scotland, Map Images - covers maps from
all over the UK. You can put a modern map alongside an older map.
http://maps.nls.uk/

Old Maps http://www.old-maps.co.uk/#/

Cheshire Tithe Maps http://maps.cheshire.gov.uk/tithemaps/

Historic Map Browser- Pre War Manchester maps

see Manchester library website -
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/448/archives and local history/467
0/archive and local collections/ Also this site will give you details of all the
maps held at Manchester library and what's available online.

20 Historical Maps of Manchester
http://splintmap.geog.ucl.ac.uk/~ollie/manchester/

If you know of any other useful websites please email us

News from internet research websites

findmy past .. recently added records:

search with the experts

e - Manchester Cholera Victims 1832

The case studies are transcribed from The origin and
‘ progress of the malignant cholera in Manchester by
| Henry Gaulter that was published shortly after the
. outbreak. Each transcript lists the victim’s name,
age, year of birth, place and Gaulter’s detailed notes.
The notes include the victim’s address, descriptions
of their constitution, lifestyle, natural susceptibility,
and the condition of their dwellings. Gaulter also
included detailed notes, the dates of the attack and
. any possible ‘predisposing causes’, which could
| | include details of the victim’s last meal or
Sl ————1 ‘communication’ with other cases.

Irish Newspapers updated
36 titles have been updated and five brand new titles have been added:

v' Belfast Protestant Journal,
v' Current Prices of Grain at Dublin Corn Exchange,
v Newry Herald and Down,
v Armagh and Louth Journal,
v' Tipperary Vindicator and Weekly Vindicator.
British Trade Union Membership Registers Collection 1914- 1918



Royal Artillery collection expanded

10,000 new records added to the Royal Artillery Honours and Awards
collection.

Women's Army Auxiliary Corps Service Records collection

provides details of women who served in the unit (known by the acronym
WAAC) in England, France and Flanders during the First World War.

News from ancestry
The following records have been added recently:

v Royal Navy Registers, 1900-1928
v West Yorkshire Poor Law Records 17th century to 1914
v" Northamptonshire Registers 1813- 1912 (baptisms and burials)

Ancestry and Findmypast are free to search at Oldham Local Studies and at
libraries across the borough. They are also free to search at Manchester
Central Library.

News from FamilySearch

FamilySearch have added more than 2.2 million indexed records and images to
Australia, Philippines, Slovakia, Ukraine, the United States, and Zimbabwe.

Bedlam Burials

A database containing the names of people
whose skeletons are believed to have been
unearthed during London’s Crossrail project has
gone online. Using parish registers held by
London Metropolitan Archives, volunteers have
* managed to find details of men and women

. interred at the notorious Bedlam Burial Ground,
which lies beneath the new station at Liverpool
Street. bit.ly/1zCWIYe

World War Two Jersey Records

German Occupation Registration cards have been added to the Jersey Heritage
website.www.jerseyheritage.org/aco

Deceased Online https://www.deceasedonline.com/
Have recently added two Nottingham cemeteries to their data base.

Forces War Records hits medical records milestone

Forces War Records has now uploaded more than 100,000 First World War
medical records to the web. Originally launched with 30,000 entries in October
2014, the Military Hospitals Admissions and Discharge Registers collection
comprises transcriptions of files created by field hospitals between 1915-18,
containing details of men treated on the front line and the nature of their
ailments.



British Newspaper Archives

Have added new newspapers to their collection:
The Holborn Journal 1858-1863, 1866-1867 and 1870-1871

Hawick News and Border Chronicle 1910, 1912-1913, 1926-1929, 1940-1944
and 1950-1951

Sporting Life 1859-1870
The Bristol Times and Mirror 1839-1853,1860-1865,1868-1870

Although this is a subscription site this archive is free to search at
Manchester Central library.

Update from Lancashire Online Parish Clerk
Recently added:
Banns 1791 to 1794 from the Church of St Mary, Oldham

England’s Immigrants 1330-1550

England’s Immigrants 1330-1550 is a fully-searchable database containing
over 64,000 names of people known to have migrated to England during the
period of the Hundred Years’ War and the Black Death, the Wars of the Roses
and the Reformation.

We hope you have enjoyed reading our newsletter. if there is anything you
would like to contribute, or suggestions of what to include in future
newsletters, please email us at oldham@mlfhs.org.uk

Sue Forshaw - Newsletter Editor Assisted by Irene Whitby and Mary Pendlebury
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